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Jan. 15, 2002
Contact: Jennifer Euell, SARS coordinator, 243-5244.
UM RECEIVES S198,000 GRANT FOR VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROJECT
MISSOULA—
A new $198,000 federal grant will help The University of Montana establish a program
geared toward preventing violence against women on campus, and by extension, in the
community.
The grant was awarded to Student Assault Recovery Services, a program of UM’s Curry
Health Center, by the U.S. Department of Justice’s Violence Against Women Office and its
Program to Reduce Violent Crimes Against Women on Campus.
UM is one of only six schools nationwide to receive new funding through the program,
which had nearly 100 applicants.
UM’s SARS program currently offers comprehensive response services to victims of
sexual and relationship violence, while the Curry Health Center’s Health Enhancement Program
provides information about sexual assault through its multimedia production, “Drawing the
Shades.” However, funding for more extensive prevention and outreach efforts has not been
available until now.
The grant will allow SARS and the Health Enhancement Program to launch the Sexual
and Relationship Violence Prevention Project during spring semester 2002. The project has three
components:
■

a peer-based education and outreach program in which students educate other
-more-
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students about issues related to sexual and relationship violence;
■

an anti-violence-against-women social marketing campaign; and

■

two steering committees —one on campus and one in the community —to
facilitate a coordinated local response to violence against women.

Education efforts also will extend to other UM campuses, including the College of
Technology, Western Montana College and Montana Tech.
The Sexual and Relationship Violence Prevention Project is funded through fall semester
2003 on a two-year grant cycle. For more information, call Jen Euell, SARS coordinator, at 2435244.
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